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Another social worker, who works on the ortho-
pedic floor of a local hospital, adds that sending a
patient back to a shelter is very discouraging. With-
out the availability of respite care after discharge
— “for that critical week or two,” they are likely

to enter a “continuous cycle [of sickness] that will
only perpetuate their disabilities.” She also empha-
sizes that the willingness to listen and comprehen-
sive care provided at Christ House are unique in
homeless health care.

With increasingly sicker patients from the hospitals,
many need more time to recuperate. This prevents
us from freeing their bed as quickly for the next
patient. As a result, there are some occasions when
we are unable to receive a patient referred to us.

In these cases, Susan takes the time and offers her
expertise to find an appropriate placement so the
patient will receive the care they need.

Even with the increased complexity of patient diag-
noses we see and the increasing resources required
to care for them, someone at Christ House always
has time to listen, and in doing so, offers hope. With
that hope comes healing, joy and the knowledge
that we will be here, by that individual’s side, to see
them through the pain and isolation of sickness.

A volunteer serves lunch to wheelchair bound patient while John Mc-
Carthy, APRN (background) brings medications to other patients.
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Responding to a Call:
Year Long Volunteer Program

The 2007 -2008 year-long volunteers are pictured above. Standing
(Lto R) are: Allen Greenberg, Amy Ruebush, Susan Sharp, Rebecca
Drooger and Kimberly O'Connor. Kneeling (L to R) are Sarah Shafer,
Theodora Dworak, and Anne Feczko.

Since Christ House opened its doors in 1985 we have
relied upon a cadre of volunteers to help us accom-
plish much of the work we do. Every month, hun-
dreds of local volunteers faithfully serve on a regular
basis. Some have served continuously since we first
opened our doors. In addition, we welcome four to
eight individuals from around the country to serve in
our year long volunteer program.

Year long volunteers serve in full-time staff roles

and do receive a small monthly stipend in addition

to room, board and health insurance. Since 1989 the
volunteers have lived at Emmanuel House, a home
owned by Christ House specifically for the volunteers
to live in community.

Anne Feczko is one of the individuals who has
answered the call to serve at Christ House for the
2007-2008 year. A recent graduate from the nursing
program at Xavier University, Anne sought out Christ
House specifically as one of the only volunteer nurs-
ing opportunities in an in-patient setting.

Like many of our volunteers, Anne bears a strong
witness to seeking social justice and describes Christ
House as an "ideal combination of an inpatient setting
and a specific underserved population whom I feel
called to serve."
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Joining Anne this year are Allen Greenberg (Gener-
alist), Amy Ruebush (Case Management Assistant),
Susan Sharp and Kimberly O’Connor (Community
Builders), Rebecca Drooger (Unit Clerk), and Sarah
Shafer and Theodora Dworak (Nursing Assistants).

In her application to the volunteer program, Anne
quotes Presbyterian minister and author Frederick
Buechner's advice on vocation, "to find where my
greatest joy meets the world's greatest need." We
are all joyful that Anne and the other seven volun-
teers have answered the call to serve this year at
Christ House.
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